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This defection of the greatest and most powerful nation in
the world has been the cause of half the troubles which have
afflicted mankind—including the Americans themselves—ever
since. Among other deplorable effects, it greatly intensified the
anxiety of France to prevent the recovery of her ancient enemy.
During the peace-negotiations, Clemenceau had been induced
to forgo a demand for the Rhine frontier in return for a pledge
of support from England and America in the event of any
future German aggression; but with the withdrawal of the
United States this guarantee collapsed. France felt that she
had been cheated, and nervously revived something very like
the " policy of encirclement " which had been one of the causes
of the war. She made an alliance with the new Republic of
Poland, and encouraged the formation of a " Little Entente "
between Czecho-Slovakia, Rumania and Yugo-Slavia—the
" Succession States " whose interests were, like her own, bound
up with resistance to any revision of the treaties.
§ 188. revolutions.—In 1917 the Allies had sided with the
opponents of the " Bolshevik " revolution (§ 184). When the
war ended the " Whites " were still in arms against the " Reds,"
and the Allies felt bound to go on supporting their proteges,
especially as this was their only hope of getting any return for
the enormous sums they had advanced to the defunct Czarist
Government. Nevertheless the Bolsheviks overcame all opposi-
tion. Like their prototypes of the French Revolution, they soon
found themselves compelled to abandon their hope of converting
the rest of the world to their gospel; and their leader, lenin,
had to make a compromise with Capitalism—" The New
Economic Policy "—even within the borders of Russia. After
his death in 1924 a " Five-Year Plan " was adopted for turning
Russia into a self-contained industrial state in quick time, but
even now it is difficult to say how far the great experiment in
'* Communism " has been successful.
In several countries post-war conditions led to personal
dictatorships. Italy, having come into the war to recover

